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GRAND PRIX  
APARTMENTS  
A Thoughtful, Respectful Renovation
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The Grand Prix apartment building in Des Moines was  
built in the 1960s as motel-style multifamily housing near  
Des Moines University. Its neighborhood, the area around Grand 
and Ingersoll avenues, is a vibrant mixed bag of architectural 
styles from mid-century and earlier and includes single-family 
homes, apartment buildings, and small businesses. When  
Des Moines University announced its intent to relocate to  

West Des Moines in 2019, the Grand Prix’s owner saw an 
opportunity to improve the apartment building in tune with  
the adapting neighborhood.

Cole Davis, Assoc. AIA, who led ASK Studio’s renovation 
efforts, described the Grand Prix as unusual. “It is not often 
as architects we are asked to make an outdated ’60s motel-
style structure appealing,” he explains. The challenge was to 

Above: Existing upper floor railings were updated in black to recede from 
new exterior wood elements.
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