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The chapel is white, the same color as churches and
corn cribs in the area.

It was this place that the Ullem family
decided to erect their family chapel.
For my insights, our studio was
awarded the commission to design the
chapel. The design process involved
the entire Ullem family. Scott, who
currently resides in California, wanted
the chapel to be a special place that
represented his family, his father, his
spouse, and their children. It was not
only to mark the history of the land,
but be an artifact for the future of his
family. Scott, Beth and their children
were all contributors to long-distance
design charrettes. The design process
resulted in three major alternatives
with the final design being the
selected favorite because it appeared
to be familiar ... vernacular.

The design is simple.
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It was imagincd Asa place to consider
a place.

A framed view of cows on green
hills where there have been cows on
green hills for generations of this
family-owned farm. The focus of the
frame is the century tree that is the
ranch marker used for wayfinding
throughout the hills.

The structure is to be spiritual. A
chapel without denomination or
creed; simply considering a place.
The materials are to speak of agrarian
frugality; sensible for a temporal
insertion on a land that hides the
ruins of houses belonging to past
stewards in the nearby trees.

It is white because that is the color of
churches and corn cribs in this plain-
spoken part of the Midwest.

Open to the elements, the structure is positioned

on axis with the ranch'’s century tree. p

The march of the horizontal wall
slats feels familiar, but in this
context with Gothic arches, there
is a tension. When the horizontal
slats begin to form the roof plane,
the tension approaches heresy. The
structure appears vernacular on the
horizon, but upon examination its
amalgam of materials and systems
can be understood as novel; an
understanding which is only known
to those that visit.

It is a crib.
It is a chapel.

It is not to be readily understood.
Spirituality is complex.

It is a considered place to consider.
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